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1. Acceptance of the Terms

1.1. These Terms constitute an agreement between the Author and the Publisher in relation to the
review and publication of a manuscript/article.

1.2. By submitting an article (the “Submission”), the Author confirms that he/she has reviewed
these Terms prior to the Submission and accepts them in full.

2. Definitions

2.1. “Article” means the manuscript and any accompanying materials (tables, figures, data,
appendices) submitted by the Author to the Journal.

2.2. “Version of Record” means the final version of the article published by the Journal.

2.3. “CC BY 4.0” means the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public Licence
(CC BY 4.0), canonical URL.: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

3. Copyright and Right of First Publication

3.1. The Author retains copyright in the Article.

3.2. The Author grants the Publisher a non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free licence to:

(a) first publish the Article in the Journal,

(b) reproduce, publish and distribute the Article in print and electronic formats;

(c) host, store and make the Article available on the Journal’s website, and deposit/distribute it
via databases, indexing services, repositories, archives and other scholarly communication platforms;

(d) prepare and publish an English translation of the Article and distribute the translation under
the same licensing terms (CC BY 4.0), provided that reference to the original publication is retained,;

(e) make technical and editorial changes necessary for publication (copy-editing, formatting,
typesetting, metadata, references, abstract, keywords), without altering the scholarly meaning.

3.3. Until a decision is made by the Journal, the Author confirms that the Article:

(a) has not been previously published (unless expressly permitted by the Journal’s policy);

(b) is not simultaneously submitted to any other publication/journal and is not under
consideration elsewhere.

4. Publication under CC BY 4.0 and Attribution Requirements

4.1. If the Article is accepted for publication, the Author agrees that the Publisher will publish
the Version of Record and (where applicable) the official translation under the CC BY 4.0 licence.

4.2. The Publisher shall include in the Version of Record (at minimum):

(a) the name(s) of the Author(s) in the form provided by the Author at Submission;

(b) a statement that the material is distributed under CC BY 4.0, together with a link to the
licence;

(c) a canonical link to the Article’s page on the Journal’s website (or a DOI leading to that page)
as the “official source of publication”.

4.3. The Author acknowledges that, under CC BY 4.0, any person may lawfully share and adapt
the material provided that the CC BY 4.0 attribution requirements are met, including retention of the
Publisher-provided URL/DOI “to the extent reasonably technically practicable”.

5. Author Warranties

5.1. The Author warrants that:

(a) the Article is an original work of the Author and does not infringe any third-party rights;
(b) the Author has the right to grant the licences under these Terms;



(c) any third-party materials (figures, photographs, substantial quotations, data) used in the
Article are either in the public domain / used lawfully, or the Author has obtained the necessary
permissions and has identified any exceptions to CC BY (where applicable);

(d) to the Author’s knowledge after reasonable checks, the Article does not contain defamatory
statements, unlawful content, or violations of confidentiality/privacy.

5.2. If any warranty proves to be materially untrue, the Publisher may reject the Article, suspend
publication, or apply post-publication measures under Section 7.

6. Editorial Process

6.1. The Publisher (the editorial office) may:

(a) submit the Article for peer review;

(b) require revisions to content and/or presentation;

(c) reject the Article for editorial reasons.

6.2. The Author undertakes to provide revisions and supporting materials (sources, permissions,
data) within a reasonable time where reasonably required for publication.

7. Corrections, Retraction, Removal

7.1. The Publisher may publish corrections, clarifications, an expression of concern, or a
retraction in the event of a material error, breach of ethics, infringement of third-party rights, or legal
risk.

7.2. The Author acknowledges that publication under CC BY 4.0 means that rights already
granted to the public under the licence cannot be “revoked” in respect of lawful users; however, the
Journal may label the material as corrected/retracted and ensure an accurate scholarly record.

8. Liability

8.1. Nothing in these Terms excludes liability for fraud or any other liability that cannot be
excluded under applicable law.

8.2. Subject to Section 8.1, each Party’s liability is limited to direct losses that were reasonably
foreseeable at the time the agreement is made, and excludes indirect or consequential losses.

9. Personal Data
9.1. The Publisher processes the Author’s personal data for the purposes of reviewing and
publishing the Article and performing the Journal’s obligations.

10. Third Party Rights
10.1. These Terms do not confer any rights on any third party to enforce any provision of this
agreement.

11. Governing Law and Jurisdiction

11.1. These Terms and any non-contractual obligations arising out of or in connection with them
are governed by the law of England and Wales.

11.2. Any disputes shall be subject to the courts of England and Wales, unless otherwise required
by mandatory applicable law.



